
 

 
Mock Trial Program    

The We the People: The Citizen and the Constitution Program promotes civic competence 
and responsibility among the nation’s upper elementary and secondary students. The program 
enjoys active support from state bar associations and foundations, and other educational, 
professional, business, and community organizations across the nation. Since its inception in 
1987, more than 28 million students and 75,000 educators have participated in the We the 
People Program. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Competitive mock trial functions in yearly cycles. Each year, 
a case packet is distributed to all participating schools in late 
summer to early fall. The case packet is a series of documents 
including the charges, penal code, stipulations, case law, and 
jury instructions as well as all exhibits and affidavits relevant 
to the case. During a mock trial, competitors are restricted to 
only the materials provided in the case packet and may not 
reference any outside sources. In order to prepare for 
competition, teams thoroughly read and analyze the case 
packet. 

Mock trial teams consist of a minimum of six and a maximum 
of twelve official members.[8] Each team prepares both sides 
of the case: prosecution and defense in a criminal trial, 
plaintiff and defense in a civil action. Each side is composed 
of three attorneys (or in certain cases, two attorneys) and three 
witnesses, all played by members of the team. Therefore, the 
team's twelve members must be organized into two teams of 
five-six for the prosecution/plaintiff and defense sides.[9][10] It 
is important to note that high school mock trial is governed by 
state bar associations, meaning that cases, rules, and 
competition structure vary from state to state whereas all of 
college mock trial is governed by the American Mock Trial 
Association, meaning that every school uses the same case 
and is subject to the same rules. 
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